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Statement on the New Freedom Initiative 
February 1, 2006 

Five years ago, I announced the New 
Freedom Initiative to build on the progress 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
more fully integrate people with disabilities 
into all aspects of life. Since the announce-
ment of this important initiative, we have 
expanded educational opportunities for chil-
dren with disabilities and provided essential 
funding for the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. We have launched 
disabilityinfo.gov to serve as an online re-
source for people with disabilities and their 
families, employers, service providers, and 

other community members. To provide ex-
panded employment opportunities, we are 
assisting persons with disabilities by imple-
menting the Ticket to Work program and 
strengthening training and employment 
services at One-Stop Career Centers. 

As a result of these efforts, Americans 
with disabilities have greater access to the 
opportunities of America. My administra-
tion will continue to work to remove bar-
riers that still confront Americans with dis-
abilities and their families. 

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast 
February 2, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. 
Laura and I are delighted to be here. This 
lovely personality said this morning, ‘‘Keep 
your remarks short.’’ [Laughter] 

I appreciate this prayer breakfast a lot, 
and I appreciate the spirit in which it was 
formed. Ike said he was living in the 
loneliest house in America—for what he 
got to say is, the rent is pretty good. 
[Laughter] 

It’s great to be here with distinguished 
guests from all around the world. Your 
Majesty and Prime Ministers and former 
Prime Ministers, friends with whom I have 
the honor to work, you’re welcome here. 
I appreciate the fact that people from dif-
ferent walks of life, different faiths have 
joined us. Yet I believe we share one thing 
in common: We’re united in our dedication 
to peace and tolerance and humility before 
the Almighty. 

I want to thank Senators Pryor and 
Coleman for putting on this breakfast. I 
appreciate Senator Frist, Representative 

Blunt, Representative Pelosi, other Mem-
bers of the United States Congress who’ve 
joined us on the dais and who are here 
for this breakfast. I thank the members of 
my Cabinet who are here. Get back to 
work. [Laughter] 

I find it interesting that the music is 
from Arkansas. [Laughter] I’m glad it is, 
because they know how to sing down there. 
[Laughter] 

You know, I was trying to figure out what 
to say about Bono. [Laughter] 

Bono. Careful. [Laughter] 
The President. And a story jumped to 

mind about one of these really good Texas 
preachers. And he got going in a sermon, 
and a fellow jumped up in the back and 
said, ‘‘Use me, Lord, use me.’’ And the 
preacher ignored him and finished his ser-
mon. Next Sunday, he gets up and cranking 
on another sermon, and the guy jumps up 
and says, ‘‘Use me, Lord, use me.’’ And 
after the service, he walked up to him and 
said, ‘‘If you’re serious, I’d like for you 
to paint the pews.’’ Next Sunday, he’s 
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